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ENGLISH 
 

COURSE GRADES OFFERED 
   

CREDITS 

AP Literature & Composition                         11       5 

IB English HL                          11      12 5 per yr 

IB English SL                          11      12 5 per yr 

English 12 CP A/B                                   12 5 

AP Language & Composition                                   12 5 

English 11 H                         11       5 

English 11 CP A/B                         11        5 

English 10 H            10 5 

English 10 CP A/B            10 5 

English 9 H   9                 5 

English 9 CP A/B   9        5 

The Art of Film   9       10        11       12 5 

Bridge to Success - ELA                                   12 2.5 or 5 

World Literature            10        11       12 5 

Service Learning                                 12 5 

Expository & Creative Writing Workshop            10        11       12 5 

   

Public Speaking and Writing   9       10        11       12 5 

Reading Writing Workshop (Z block)   9           5 

SAT Preparation            10        11 2.5 

College Writing Prep            10        11       12 2.5 

   

Television Production 1: Elements of Broadcasting   9       10        11       12 5 

Television Production 2:  Video Production            10        11       12 5 

Television Production 3:  Advanced Video Production                        11       12 5 

Theatre Arts     9        10      11       12 5 per year 

IB Theatre HL                         11       12      5 per year 

IB Theatre SL                        11       12 5 per year 

 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT LITERATURE & COMPOSITION (EN440) 
Grade 11; 5 credits; One Year Elective for English Requirement; Department Approval 

A major objective of the course is to prepare the student to take the Advanced Placement Examination and to receive recognition for 
college-level achievement in English Literature and Composition. The course offers intensive study of representative works from 
several literary genres and periods. The focus of the course is on both the study and practice of writing and the study of li terature. 
Critical analysis of poetry, drama, short stories, novels, and essays will be combined with the study of literature to emphasize the 
resources of language, including connotation, metaphor, irony, syntax and tone. Through the course, the student will develop critical 
standards for the appreciation of literature, ability to use the modes of discourse and understanding of the relationship of literary work to 
contemporary experience as well as to the times in which it was written. To enroll in this course, students should be recommended by 
the English Department. Students will also complete a mandatory summer reading assignment in preparation for the course of study 
throughout the school year.  In addition, all English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION (EN431) 
Grade 12; 5 credits; One Year Elective for English Requirement; Prerequisite: Department Approval 

A major objective of the course is to prepare the student to take the Advanced Placement Examination and to receive recognition for 
college-level achievement in English Language and Composition. AP English Language and Composition focuses on the art of rhetoric 
and the effective use of language. Students study a number of writers of prose in a variety of genres including: novel, short story, 
autobiography, biography, satire, and the essay.  AP Students examine how language works to evoke emotion through sophisticated 
reading and the analysis of words, patterns, and structures that create subtle effects of language. Students learn to write about 
language descriptively and demonstrate knowledge of grammar conventions including parts of speech and structural patterns as well as 
an awareness of connotation and shades of meaning in context. Students are prepared to sit for the AP Language and Composition 
exam which tests their ability to read critically and to write in the following modes: comparison and contrast, narration / description, 
definition, extended definition and academic argument. The content of the AP Language and Composition course combines a fairly 
traditional study of Literature with a more theory-based focus on the process of literary interpretation and analysis. To enroll in this 
course, students should be recommended by the English Department. Students will also complete a mandatory summer reading 
assignment in preparation for the course of study throughout the school year.  In addition, all English classes have a required District-
wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
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ENGLISH 12 CP A/B (EN240/140) 
Grade 12; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite: English 11 CP A/B or equivalent 

Designed for the college bound student, this course identifies some of the major themes in literature and shows the movement and 
color of life in literature evident in short stories, poems, plays, essays, and novels from around the world, representative of ancient 
cultures through the present day. Through reading and discussion, research and analysis, the student will become aware of these 
themes, will gain insight about the work and will develop an understanding of the components of fiction and the techniques used by 
prominent world authors. Ultimately, students should acquire a constructively critical attitude toward these genres as they read and 
analyze works of literature. Interwoven with literature study are activities designed to improve the students’ abilities to communicate  
effectively their ideas through oral discussion, written composition, and vocabulary development. Written pieces will demonstrate strong 
awareness of audience and task, expressive use of language, organization, supportive details and the degree to which writing 
demonstrates attention to grammar. Ultimately, the student will gain an awareness of how literary works reflect society and an 
awareness of literature as a medium for learning about the world. All English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading 
Assignment. 
 
ENGLISH 11 H (EN330) 
Grade 11; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite: English 10 H or Department Approval 

This course is designed to instill in the most capable college bound students an awareness of literature and the development of human 
condition through a thematic approach to a variety of contemporary literature pieces in connection to earlier texts of multiple genres. 
Students will develop an awareness of the historical, cultural, and socio-economic aspects of society studied through collaborative 
work, independent research, and Socratic discussion. Designed for the student who has demonstrated mastery of basic grammar, 
sentence structure, paragraph development, and organization, this course will help to refine skills in the preparation of literature-related 
analytical papers, character studies, essay answers, critical reviews, and research papers in addition to responses to literary criticism 
and poetry explication. The writing process will heighten skills in achieving general effect, attention to creativity and voice, organization, 
supportive details and the degree to which writing demonstrates attention to writing mechanics.  In preparing for college, the student will 
have frequent writing practice, extensive vocabulary study, and preparation for the PARCC or equivalent standardized test, ACT/SAT, 
college admission tests and advanced placements.       All English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment.     
 
ENGLISH 11 CP A/B (EN230/130) 
Grades 11; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite: English 10 CP A/B or equivalent 

Designed for the college bound student, this course identifies some of the major themes in literature and shows the movement and 
color of life in contemporary literature evident in short stories, poems, plays, essays, and novels from around the world through a 
thematic, multi-genre approach to literature. A balance of literature, language and composition skills will be provided in order to furnish 
the student with skills needed for college. The course will build upon skills in expository, persuasive, analytical and narrative writing as 
students learn to develop the thoroughness of their written responses. The research paper and other forms of writing will also be 
integrated with the study of literature. Written pieces will demonstrate an awareness of audience and task, expressive use of language, 
organization, supportive details and the degree to which writing demonstrates attention to grammar. Refinement of reading skills, 
organizational ability, and control of grammar and mechanics of expression are goals of the instructional methodology. Along with 
frequent writing practices, students will enhance vocabulary study and test-taking skills in preparation for the PARCC or equivalent 
standardized test, ACT/, SAT and college admission tests.         All English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading 
Assignment.   
 
IB ENGLISH HL (EN531, EN541) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Two Year Requirement in the IB Diploma Program;  
Prerequisite: English 10 H 

The IB English HL course is a rigorous, college-bound course offered at a higher level.  The course includes works of World Literature 
from a variety of authors, genres, historical time periods and cultures.  The reflective study of multicultural works and the international 
focus creates broad-minded thinkers who are sensitive to and respectful of the common canon of great World Literature.  Students are 
encouraged to recognize the interrelationship of cultural, political, geographical, historical, and economic aspects of the peoples to be 
studied and the effect of same on the literature.  Additionally, there will be a significant emphasis placed on works of British Literature 
through study of Shakespeare and contemporary works.  Through close study and analysis of various texts, students will gain 
command of the language appropriate for the study of literature and a discriminating appreciation of the need for an effective choice of 
register and style in both written and oral communication. Even more challenging than the SL course, students in the HL program 
demonstrate the following: an ability to engage in independent literary criticism in a manner which reveals a personal response to 
literature; an ability to engage in independent textual commentary both seen and unseen; and, a wide-ranging appreciation of structure, 
techniques and style as employed by authors, and of their effects on the reader. IB Diploma students who enroll in this course must 
take the IB Exam.  Students will not be prepared to take the AP Literature and Composition and AP Language and Composition exams. 
This course has a required Summer Assignment and a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
          
IB ENGLISH SL (EN530, EN540) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Two Year Requirement in the IB Diploma Program;  
Prerequisite: English 10 H 

The IB English SL course is a rigorous, college-bound course offered at the standard level.  The course includes works of World 
Literature from a variety of authors, genres, historical time periods and cultures.  The reflective study of multicultural works and the 
international focus creates broad-minded thinkers who are sensitive to and respectful of the common canon of great World Literature.  
Students are encouraged to recognize the interrelationship of cultural, political, geographical, historical, and economic aspects of the 
peoples to be studied and the effect of same on the literature.  Additionally, there will be a significant emphasis placed on works of 
British Literature through study of Shakespeare and contemporary works.  Through close study and analysis of various texts, students 



 

 

29 

 

will gain command of the language appropriate for the study of literature and a discriminating appreciation of the need for an effective 
choice of register and style in both written and oral communication. Students in the SL program demonstrate the following: an 
awareness of the effects of structure, technique and style as employed by authors; an ability to comment on the language in both 
familiar and unfamiliar pieces of writing; and, an ability to approach works in an independent manner which reveals a personal response 
to literature. IB Diploma students who enroll in this course must take the IB Exam.  Students will not be prepared to take the AP 
Literature and Composition and AP Language and Composition exam. This course has a required Summer Assignment and a required 
District-wide Summer Reading Assignment..            
 
ENGLISH 10 H (EN320) 
Grade 10; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite: English 9 H or Department Approval 

Designed for the most capable college bound student, this course continues the individual’s development of literature study at an 
advanced level. Composition and language skills become more specialized as students produce writing assignments including various 
forms of expository and persuasive essays, literary analysis and critical reviews, and research papers. Written pieces reflect skills in 
achieving general effect, attention to creativity and voice, organization, supportive details and the degree to which writing demonstrates 
attention to writing mechanics. Instruction will provide opportunities for students to broaden learning techniques through close reading 
skills, organizational ability and elevated expression in writing. The literature will be approached thematically or chronologically by 
examining America’s literary growth from the Puritan/Colonial Period through the 21st Century through nonfiction, essay, shor t story, 
novel, poetry, and drama that explore the themes applicable to all people. Vocabulary study, ACT/SAT, and PARCC or equivalent 
standardized test preparation are developed through in-depth units, as well as through infusion with literature study. All English classes 
have a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
 
ENGLISH 10 CP A/B (EN220/120) 
Grade 10; 5 credits; One Year Required; Prerequisite: English 9 CP A/B or equivalent 

This course, designed for the college bound student, increases the student’s skills in language, literature, and composition.  A thorough 
polishing of writing skills includes exposure to various types of writing including the expository and persuasive essay, literary-based 
responses, and narrative persona writing through journaling, letters and historical reflections. Written pieces reflect an awareness of 
audience and task, expressive use of language, organization, supportive details and the degree to which writing demonstrates attention 
to grammar. Improving reading skills, organizational ability, and control of grammar and mechanics of expression are goals of the 
instructional methodology. American literature is studied either thematically or chronologically, from the Puritan/Colonial Period through 
the 21st Century through short story, novel, poetry, drama, and nonfiction selections that explore the themes applicable to all people. 
Vocabulary study, ACT/ SAT, and PARCC or equivalent standardized test preparation are developed through in-depth units, as well as 
through infusion with literature study. All English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
 
ENGLISH 9 H (EN310) 
Grade 9; 5 credits; One Year Required 

Designed to challenge the most capable college bound students, this course focuses on types of literature as well as the advanced 
study of language and composition. A thematic approach to literature study includes short stories, poetry, drama, novels, and 
nonfiction. A strong emphasis on the writer’s workshop explores expository and persuasive writing, analysis of literary elements and 
devices, exercising the narrative voice through the creation of original short stories, myths and folktales, and the research paper. 
Written pieces reflect skills in achieving general effect, attention to creativity and voice, organization, supportive details and the degree 
to which writing demonstrates attention to writing mechanics.  A variety of opportunity is provided to students to acquire effective 
reading, listening, speaking, and viewing skills. Vocabulary and PARCC or equivalent standardized test preparation are addressed 
through in-depth units, as well as through infusion with literature and language arts study. Instruction is tailored to help freshmen 
develop a strong foundation in research and writing for future coursework.  All English classes have a required District-wide Summer 
Reading Assignment. 
 
ENGLISH 9 CP A/B (EN210/110) 
Grade 9; 5 credits; One Year Required 

Designed for the college bound student, this course is comprised of several integrated areas of learning. The literature portion is 
approached thematically and includes short story, poetry, drama, novel, essays, and nonfiction. Grammar refinement is designed to 
include particular attention to spelling, usage, and mechanics of expression and is practiced and reinforced to enhance sentence 
structure, paragraph development, and organizational skills. Reading, listening, speaking, viewing, and study skills are introduced and 
developed along with the ability to use reference tools as the student prepares various writing assignments. A strong emphasis on the 
writer’s workshop explores various approaches to the expository, persuasive and narrative essays. Students will also gain experience in 
the research process and produce a short research paper. Written pieces reflect an awareness of audience and task, expressive use of 
language, organization, supportive details and the degree to which writing demonstrates attention to grammar.  Vocabulary and PARCC 
preparation are addressed through in-depth units, as well as through infusion with literature and language arts study. Instruction is 
designed to help the student to develop an adequate background for future language, literature, and composition studies that may be 
encountered in future coursework. All English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
 
THE ART OF FILM (EN957) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year, Non-required English Elective 

This film study course will encourage the application of critical viewing strategies to selected films.  It will explore film history, film 
criticism, and film appreciation through a combination of chronological and genre-oriented approaches.  The course will expose 
students to an understanding of the film industry and the economics of filmmaking and distribution.  Students will learn about the variety 
of personnel who collaborate to create a film and hone their critical viewing skills. 
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BRIDGE TO SUCCESS - ELA (EN001/EN002) 
Grade 12;  2.5 or 5 credits; Elective 

This course is designed to prepare students for college placement exams such as the College Board’s Accuplacer.  Bridge to College 
and Careers may be required for those students who have not met proficiency on the ELA PARCC assessment or earned the minimum 
score on one of the New Jersey Department of Education approved substitute assessments.   Those who have not met the minimum 
scores will develop a portfolio during the second semester for the high school graduation appeal process. 
 
COLLEGE WRITING PREP (EN922) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 2.5 credits; Elective 

The primary goal of this semester course is to help students prepare for the demands of college writing.  It is designed to give students 
targeted instruction in the types of writing that college professors assign, the quality of writing that they expect, and the multiple formats 
they require. Students will learn various types of college writing assignments, document-based and argumentative writing styles, MLA 
and APA formatting as well as APA research.  The course will also cover natural components of the writing process including grammar 
and mechanics, drafting, editing, and revising. Lastly, students will learn about the importance of digital citizenship in writing as they 
communicate with professors and eventual employers. This course is a natural partner for the SAT Prep course.  
 
WORLD LITERATURE (EN350) Grades 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective or English replacement 
course in senior year only 

This course takes a critical look at the intersecting aspects of culture through a literary lens.  Dimensions of race, gender, religion, 
politics, and philosophy are explored and analyzed through the study of poetry, drama, novels, art, and film.  Emphasis is placed on 
world literature to expand student knowledge and understanding of their place in the globe and to challenge assumptions and 
conceptions. Students will be guided to develop their writing in both academic and creative contexts and will improve their reading and 
annotation abilities in preparation for college.  Ultimately, this course will assist students in seeing the complexity of culture, both in the 
United States and abroad. All English classes have a required District-wide Summer Reading Assignment. 
 
SERVICE LEARNING (EN241) Grade 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective or English replacement course in 
senior year only. Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and departmental approval   

Service Learning combines community service with academic instruction, providing the opportunity to reflect critically on personal and 
civic responsibility. Students will explore local community-identified needs as well as the historical and philosophical roots of service. 
Students will design and complete service projects both on campus and in the field through partnerships with local organizations. 
Through research, writing, and speaking, students will practice academic skills, leadership skills, and develop their engagement with 
the community. The course will culminate in a project synthesizing their research and reflecting on their work. 
 
EXPOSITORY & CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP (EN950) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective 

This course is designed to allow students to develop a personal writing and expository writing style and to become more proficient in 
the process of composing. Moving from the simple to the complex, instruction begins with personal narrative experiences and ends with 
the short story. In addition, the creative forms of poetry and drama are explored. Class time is divided among formal teacher 
presentations, examinations of models, and the reading and cooperative analysis and discussion of class manuscripts. Students who 
wish to write more skillfully about their experiences and emotions are guided through the process of prewriting, composing/drafting, 
revising, editing, and publishing. The culmination of this course is a final project developed through a contract between the student and 
the teacher. 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING AND WRITING (EN952) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective 

This course develops fundamentals of effective oral delivery, body control, voice, diction, poise and ease. Preparation and practice are 
provided in making short speeches including those to inform, to convince, to stimulate, to actuate, and to entertain. Introductions, 
conversations, telephone procedures, demonstrations, poetry and prose readings, discussions, impromptu and prepared oratory and 
debate procedures are also major elements of this course. 
 
READING &  WRITING WORKSHOP (EN005) 
Grade 9; 5 credits; One Year ; Does not satisfy English graduation requirement; Z block  

In the Reading & Writing Workshop, selected students have an opportunity to sharpen their critical reading and writing skills utilizing the 
most current technology in order to help them achieve the goals set forth by the Common Core State Standards. Students will become 
confident, independent readers through guided practice set forth by the teacher who incorporates specific strategies and targeted skill 
sets into daily lessons. The workshop setting allows students to work independently; therefore, the teacher can meet with individuals or 
small groups to support strategic reading and the interpretation of text and provide feedback on students’ written assignments. The 
principle goal of this course is to provide individual instruction and support in reading and writing by equipping students with the skills 
necessary to successfully comprehend a variety of text types and engage in the full writing process.  Skills mastered in this course will 
be introduced and developed according to needs of each individual student and will be monitored and evaluated carefully on the basis 
of growth and overall progress and development. Students are selected based upon a variety of indicators. This course is offered at 
Morris Hills High School only through funding from Title I.  
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SAT PREPARATION (EN921/EN931) 
Grades 10 (spring only),11; 2.5 credits; Elective  

The primary goal of this semester course is to help students prepare for the SAT in math and language arts.  Students will receive one 
marking period of mathematics instruction and one marking period of language arts instruction.  In this course students will learn how 
the SAT is scored, review and practice math and language arts concepts for each question type, learn test taking strategies, and 
practice pacing by taking several timed practice tests. 
 

 
TELEVISION PRODUCTION 1:  Elements of Broadcasting (EN954) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective 

This is a full year elective course designed to provide college preparatory students with the fundamentals, theories and history of 
broadcasting, as well as the more practical techniques used in advertising, television production and equipment operation. With this 
knowledge, students will be better prepared to enter the field of broadcasting and media studies at the post-secondary level, or simply 
become more aware of the importance of media in the world around them. 
 
TELEVISION PRODUCTION 2:  Video Production (EN955) 
Grades 10, 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective;  
Prerequisite: Television Production 1 or teacher recommendation  

This is a full year elective course designed for students who have demonstrated a desire to learn more about the elements of television 
production, ranging from media related research to script writing, directing, and editing.  Students will develop original production 
concepts into completed productions. Students will also be responsible for the facilitation of the video morning announcements and 
filming for MSG Varsity.  Additionally, students will assist TV Production 3 students with the cable show and video yearbook. 
 
TELEVISION PRODUCTION 3:  Advanced Video Production (EN956) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits; One Year Non-required English Elective;  
Prerequisite: Television Production 2 or teacher recommendation 

This is a full year elective course designed to meet the needs of those students who have already completed the study of Television 
Production 1 and 2 and who wish to advance their studies in this area.  Emphasis is placed on advanced equipment operation, program 
development, and a variety of scriptwriting techniques.  A major goal of this course is for students to expand their experience in writing, 
developing, and producing original television programs for broadcast.  Students in this class serve as leaders, as well as models and 
mentors or Television Production 2 students. The class will also be responsible for the creation of a schedule for and production of 
district cable programs and content and uploading for MSG Varsity. 
 
THEATRE ARTS (EN920) 
Grades 9, 10, 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Non-required Elective;  

The mission of the Theatre Arts course will be to study the process of theatrical production–from page to the stage–and its relevance as 
a form of cultural expression. Beginner students will be introduced to the basic concepts of Theatre Arts.  They will use various creative 
drama techniques to build confidence and trust, stimulate imagination, and movement through theatre games and activities.  More 
experienced students will continue to refine their dramatic skills through monologue work and scene study. Advanced students will 

focus on creating an original theatre piece. Each year the class will  culminate in the production of a short theatrical performance in 
which all students will participate.  Students may take this course each year as they continue to build their theatrical skills. 
 
IB THEATRE SL (EN532, EN542) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Two Year Elective in the IB Diploma Program 

The IB Theatre SL course allows students to research and explore diversity in theatre throughout the world. Students will study theatre 
history and culture, and understand that theatre as an art form expresses the social consciousness of a people. Further examination of 
international theatrical art forms will afford the students new insights and ideas, and by experimenting with various performance 
techniques, both as individuals and as an ensemble, they will find new ways to communicate these insights and ideas, both reflectively 
and practically. Additionally, the SL course involves the development of performance skills through working on devised and scripted 
scenes, some of which must be presented to an audience. Students will also study drama from the point of view of the director and will 
investigate methods of turning a script into performance.  IB Diploma students who enroll in this course must take the IB Exam. 
 
IB THEATRE HL (EN533, EN543) 
Grades 11, 12; 5 credits each year; Two Year Elective in the IB Diploma Program 

The IB Theatre course allows students to research and explore diversity in theatre throughout the world. Students will study theatre 
history and culture, and understand that theatre as an art form expresses the social consciousness of a people. Further examination of 
international theatrical art forms will afford the students new insights and ideas, and by experimenting with various performance 
techniques, both as individuals and as an ensemble, they will find new ways to communicate these insights and ideas, both reflectively 
and practically. IB Diploma students who enroll in this course must take the IB Exam. 
 

 
 

  


